Membership

Orchid Mazurkiewicz, Chair

Saturday, April 28, 2007

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon

Present:  B. Gazzo, A. Griego, N. Hallock, M. Juárez, S. Leroy, N. Marcano, C. Marsicek, O. Mazurkiewicz, C. Rodriguez, V. Torres

Chair called the meeting to order and distributed the agenda.  Bridget Gazzo agreed to take minutes.  Nancy Hallock reported that she had a good result with the new member profiles. She contacted 24 new members and received 14 responses and they were pleased to get a personal welcome from SALALM. The profiles were written up by various committee members and will appear in an upcoming newsletter.  Adán Griego noted that Reforma includes the new member announcements in their listserv, and he recommended that SALAM welcome the new members through lala-l as well.  To increase SALALM’s visibility in the greater library community, he also recommended that SALALM have ribbons made for its members to attach to their name tags when they attend other library conferences, such as ALA and FIL in Guadalajara.  Adán had already priced the ribbons, and they cost $50.00 for 500.  Orchid offered to take the funding request to Finance.  César Rodriguez offered to spread the word about SALALM when he goes to IFLA in South Africa.

Víctor Torres reported that the orientation meeting (led by Víctor and Nashieli) was a success, with 14 first-time attendees and an enthusiastic response.  He recommends doing it again next year in the same format.  Orchid reported that the happy hour was well-attended, and that free drinks for new members cost about $200.  While there was no money officially budgeted this year to cover the event, Adán, Víctor, and Nancy all remembered that it used to be funded by local arrangements, through the President’s Discretionary Fund, rather than through an established budget line.  Orchid said she would go to Finance to ask that the funding for the New Members Happy Hour be formalized.

Cathy Marsicek explained that the Publicity Task Force, which is under Membership, is attempting to revitalize.  She noted that not all members of PTF are on the Membership Committee.  There was discussion that the PTF members should either sign up for the Membership Committee or that PTF should form a distinct committee. This had been investigated the past year but as a distinct committee, it would need a time slot, and the conferences are low on time slots for additional committees. She will also be recruiting a new chair for the Task Force.

The committee discussed the new website under construction.  Nashieli Marcano maintains the Membership webpage and has been working with Martha Kelehan, the new SALALM webmaster, to develop the content for the committee’s part of the new website. Orchid recommended that the PTF also work with Martha Kelehan on the new website.  Nashieli suggested the possibility of having online membership registration.  It was decided that the committee would ask Hortensia if SALALM could create a secure site to allow online registration and payment. Additional recommendations were made to include profiles of members and the names of all honorary members on the website.

Orchid raised the issue of an alternative means of recognizing longtime members.  Although SALALM has the Honorary Membership recognition, some people who have contributed much for many years may not meet the requirements.  Also, some members have reached important membership anniversaries, such as 30 years, with no recognition. The group that had discussed the issue after last year’s meeting had reported that nothing had been decided.  After much discussion, this committee decided to review the criteria for honorary membership to determine if it should be revised to be more inclusive, and to also consider alternative forms of recognition.  The deadline for this review was set for the end of June. It was noted that this was also a new item of business at the second Executive Board meeting. The committee also questioned whether there is an emeritus membership rate. 

Orchid introduced the matter of marketing to library schools.  In the past, SALALM has sent brochures and posters to library schools, and it is time to do that again.  Adán also mentioned the importance of visiting library schools to talk about SALALM, and recommended members take packets of information for the students they visit.  Miguel suggested working jointly with Reforma, at a minimum having an outreach table at Reforma, and considering a joint membership at a special rate.  César said the committee could bring up the idea of joint membership at the Town Hall Meeting.

In anticipation of the Berlin conference, the committee proposed to ask Peter AlteKrueger to join the Membership Committee, and to get the PTF involved in special publicity.

